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ACTION REQUIRED • REFERENCES 



i .... The attached correspondence has been turned over(^_ \ 

i ^by SQUARE, who in turn received it from the Department of External 

v “7uf fairs. SQUARE has provided the following additional comments regarding 
this material: 

a. ” You will note that Morris '-Vest is incensed about thp- ommissions 
in the Russian translation of his book and that this waa apparently 
brought to his attention through the agency of Mr. James'Tritchlow of 
Radio Liberty Committee, New York* 



b. " We do not know whether Mr. Critchlow has given any publicity 
to the defects in the Russian translation but consider that it would be 
a good thing if he did. 

c» " West himself has brought the matter to the attention of the 
United States Ambassador in Italy ’as a matter of official record’ and 
— your Headquarters may already have the situation under consideration. 

d. " Regarding Morris West himself, we have not approached him at 
any time. He is not adversely recorded but holds very liberal views 
which would very likely militate against the success of any contact with 
him by an organization such as ours*” 

2. Headquarters may have greater* f ill-i n regarding West’s umbrage at 
the Russian translation of his book.{^ Jwbuld be most interested 

in Headquarters reaction to SQUARE suggestions regarding possible public 
airing of the defects in the Russian translation* 
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— 3* Eyrilcov, EditorbLn-Chief, 
'orcign Literature Magazine 
,-l Piatnitskaja 
Iosco v.* £-17* USSR 



Subject: Russian. Translation - THE AI.:il',S£..30R 
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‘or word by an euport Faisal; 
ociract from. Lis resort: 



.anon of ny book, TIE 
.gasine has now been one 
reader. The following 



there have boon significant deletions by the censor; 
and. oven a partial rewrite job. For example, «a pile of 
weapons from China and Prague and Russia* becomes nereb - 
: a pile- of weapons from various countries * . ill refers; 
to "Vues Cong aurocataes nave uecn ci-icascd. l”c as 'c-erhao; 
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have been cut out, similarly 
China are as a rule left ir :! . 



•ns Soviet Union and its 
unflattering mentions ci 



Tills report troubles me a great deal. You 
that when I gave permission for the book to be translai 
Russian in condensed form, I requested (end you agreed' 
condensation would bo submi o oOCl ~ 066' ny dppjCOVC-L « JLO'Ji b 
send me a list of cuts, but those did not reach mo dee I- 
the magazine was already in print. Since I do not re: 
had no opportunity of making an immediate check, pier dd 
envisage that in addition to the cuts, certain key phr: 
passages (which hold the whole theme in balance) would 
deleted or changed. 



r c-v-not do otherwise than regard this whole situation as a 

find myself. obliged to pass this -Infer 

uliar: Society of Authors and to owner 

who nay find thorr.oelvoo the victims ox a Dininar a-- 
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into this ooen transaction with you. a cannou 
•Constances, accept Ian Roubles payment which you indicc/i 
s available to r*o in xhc u5oh«> 






Sincerely yours. 



(signed) RORRIS L. ViSf 






*1 "J ^ V'Cl'C'C. 

Via Erode Attico, I 
lic-v;;, Italy 
io nugusw, A/oS 
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,'itchlow: 



hr* Paul Reynolds has passed on to ixe your kind letter of 
0. Au y.;t about the Russian translation of HIE AL'DASSADOR. I an 
-••-rr • -cteful for the information you have given me and I have 
t’i . n a strong letter to the Editors of the Foreign lierature 
■ ;a . hi,.. protesting against the distortions which are mentioned, 
vo , eo’ouorj a copy o*. r.y a e ^cer ao encloses.* Ox ix. , ... •- 
hi v.-.t do us much good, but at least it is on the. record* Hu 
interested in the circumstances under • which. the story was 
• .sli ..had in its Russian version. . 



V'util August of this year I was, for two years, the Prose. as 
;;i the Australian Society of Authors, s. non-political body of \: 
cur former Prime Minister, Sir Robert henries, and the present 
_ _. w aoh-i.-' s i— uno cppooiwnon, mo ..cnoura. .ALo Ax cus — l sxx c A i.. , * — - — a.* 
-nb _rs* Some eighteen months ago the Society was officially 
to entertain members of a Russian press delegation no Austral 
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Since the press delegation had come to Australia under 
: olitioal auspices I, as the president of the Society, indicate; 
t. - *at v;o could not give them an. offacaal recap oaoii. iiOwavCi , x 
as a oerscnol courtesy, to entertain two of who senior 
members of the delegation to dinner in my own home. During mho 
dinner the question was raised of the translation of my own boo 
X ussier.* X also took the epporouraoy oo raise cue oiw.i • * -py 
occietr/ hud raised o iii c ia_Liy wnth who urior ox Sovrcu v* i 
zf the *0 a wxiert oi royalties to Australian authors wrosc co oi n_ 
wore published in the Soviet Union* 
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>• v."°' a know , :’;as been a fcng— 3 wan aing matter of contention 

two Soviet Union and those countries that are si mat orica t; 
onvor.tion on Copyright. 17o also discussed the fact that t: 
■ -ion did itself a disservice in terns of international 
by failing in most cases even to request permission for tin 
leu of the works of foreign authors. 

von ■far. later I received a formal request from the publishes 
fn limbers, turo Yagasinc for permission to publish the booh ir 
Since they co-aid have published the book without my 
cn.; I wrote that I was disposed to agree. I indicated, hewe 
a condition of my agreement, the book should be published 



:eivcd a letter aching permission for reasons of 



ablish a condensation. Again, since the courtesies I had 
.can prnva sely aim as tno Pro cadent of a orofe s sicnci socictv 

* St 

reserved, I said I was disposed to agree, provided that -she 
were suomitted for my approval before publication. To 
international practice was bein'- observed, since all the 



al pracmico was ccang ooservea, since all the 
a: have boon permitted to publish condensations of my 
dors Digest) and, normally, one rests on the 



01 me car tors since it is moc: 



:hed for prior approval and ths 



it of editings or corruptions of 
net reach no until the ragasino 



an race, m my nanas. once ag. 
;a cause the Roman mails are very 
Ly delayed for long periods* 



the cuts they had made - 
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had already been printed 
ain I found myself in. son 
bod and letters are 



It appears, however, from all the circumstances, that we have 
;cu badly had and there's very little we can do about it. You 
:y be able, however, to use the information I have given you as a 
ration to those who may find themselves from time to time in simile 
.rcumctancos. As a matter of record, I an passing your letter, my 
,ply to it and a copy of my letter to foreign Literature Yagasine 
i-tod States Ambassador in Ecme where I en presently living for awi: 
have boon at times an outspoken critic of the policies of the 
uLtsd 2 -bates arid of my country in Vietnam 'and this is a democratic 




u0 v.rach ± hold and -hall continue to hold noct £•; 

xo havo r -y v;03 *~ distorted for propaganda purpose a 
' -her natter altogether. jv. ? 
is certainly distressing. 



probably unavoidable. 



tnanlc you again. 



Lnccroly yours. 



(signed) IvlGhRIS L. VIST ) 




urn/cvd St&bcc Ambassador 
•Abed Sbabcs Embassy 
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Via Erode Attieo, 
i'calj 



16 August, 1966 



veney: 



■"' P as£ i n S -go you herewith, for your information, 

Vf f A* 3 0: " iC “ Gr ‘ C0 aii'ccuing the P.ussian translation of cy 






_u i_o you an orcier teat you racy make it a 
record whrougn whatever United States 



^3 L-OVC r Ta 



you nay deer advisable, 2t*s conuon knowledge tha- 
, a s vrong en.ro. c of tne policy cf' the United States 
* ocunury an Sourli '/aetnar, and this is a democratic 



_ bold most 



engly. Ec\ 



ever, a nave never he 



- --opOj, _ snail never be, a propagandist fox' any government 
er ary political parly - even rny over In the present unfortunate 
car curs van cos, I would like the record keot straight. 



I have sent a copy of this letter and the attached 
■ v t. ^.•pOi^dcnce i»y c*»r iuacassaaor an homo. 



ncereiy yours. 



(signed) MOilRIS L. WEST) 



